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SUB J : PREPARATIONS FOR AFRICAN LABOR MINISTERS CONFERENCE 
IN TRIPOLI 

REF: STATE 061981 

1 . DCM DISCUSSED TRIPOLI MEETING OF AFRICAN LABOR 
MINISTERS WITH PERM SEC OF MINISTRY OF LABOR SACIKA 
MARCH 29. AFTER REVIEWING U.S. RESERVATIONS ABOUT ILO 
OPERATIONS, DCM ASKED IF HE OR MINISTER BANDA HAD 
CONTACTED THEIR COUNTERPARTS WITH AN EYE TOWARDS 
COORDINATING AN APPROACH WHICH WOULD TAKE U.S. CONCERNS 
INTO CONSIDERATION. SACIKA ASSURED THE DCM THAT NEITHER 
HE NOR THE MIINISTER HAD LOST SIGHT OF THE IMPORTANCE OF 
U.S. CONCERNS AS THEY RELATED TO THE FUTURE OF THE ILO. 

AN OCCASION FOR COORDINATING WITH THEIR TANZANIAN AND 
KENYAN COUNTERPARTS HAD NOT YET ARISEN, BUT THEY WERE 
PLANNING TO WORK WITH THESE OFFICIALS AND OTHERS IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TRIPOLI WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF DEVELOPING A COORDINATED 
APPROACH. 

2. SACIKA COMMENTED THAT HE HAD TAKEN A SOUNDING DURING 
A MEETING OF ILO REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES IN LUSAKA TWO 
WEEKS AGO. HE FOUND THAT ALMOST ALL AGREED THAT IN 
COUNTRIES WHERE THEY WORKED THERE WAS A RECOGNITION OF THE 
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NEED TO ENSURE THAT THE U.S. REMAIN IN THE ILO. IN AN 
ASIDE HE SAID THAT ARAB INFLUENCE WAS WANING IN 
NON-ALIGNED CIRCLES AND IMPLIED THIS SHOULD MAKE IT 
EASIER TO GET BLACK AFRICAN AGREEMENT ON WAYS TO MEET 
OUR CONCERNS. 
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